with Getzel, I have learned the following, in substance and in part, regarding the proposed side 
payment from Cohen to|H||||imi|||||||[ 

a. On or about September 19, 2017, Getzel prepared a memorandum for Cohen 
entitled, “Sale of NYC Medallion Entities and Debt Assumption” (the “Getzel Memorandum”). 
The Getzel Memorandum summarized the proposed transaction between Cohen and m||||||||| 
in part, as follows: “Michael and Laura Cohen will transfer ownership of their 13 NYC medallion 
entities to a Buyer who wiU assume their bank indebtedness, upon the [Cohens-]-paying-down-the 
debt portfolio of the 13 entities by $500,000 and a cash payment to the Buyer of $3,800,000.”^'^ 

b. According to Getzel, Cohen told him the parameters of the deal, including the 
payment of $3,800,000 to ||||||||||||||||||||^ Getzel did not loiow where Cohen was going to obtain 
$3,800,000 to pay 'mUjH As noted above, Cohen had more than $5,000,000 in cash and 
cash equivalents as of September 2017, but had only disclosed in his September 2017 Financial 
Statement that he had $1.25 million in cash. 

28. Based on my review of records maintained by Sterling (as well as Melrose, the bank 
with the paiticipating interest in the loans) and reports of interviews of representatives of Sterling 
(and Melrose), I have seen no evidence that Sterling, Melrose, or any other financial institution 
involved in the potential deal with Cohen and aware of the planned $3.8 million 
side payment firom Cohen 

The Illegal Campaign Contribution Scheme 

29. The USAO and FBI are also investigating a criminal violation of campaign finance 
laws by Michael Cohen. As set forth below, there is probable cause to believe that Cohen made 

The reference to thirteen medallions appears to be an error by Getzel. Cohen and his wife 
together owned sixteen corporations, which in turn owned 32 taxi medallions. 
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an excessive in-kind contribution to the presidential election campaign of then-candidate Donald 
Trump in the form of a $130,000 payment to Stephanie Clifford, an individual who was rumored 
to have had an extramarital affair with Trump, in exchange for her agreement not to disclose that 
alleged affair. As set forth below, there is probable cause to believe that this payment was intended 
to keep Clifford from maldng public statements about the rumored affair on the eve of the 2016 
presidential election, and thus constitutes a campaign contribution in excess of the applicable limit. 

jjjy f evie^ of public sour^S7Thave learhedThe following. 

a. In or around October 2011, there were rumors published on the gossip websites 
TheDirty.com that Trump had had an extramarital affair with Clifford, an adult film acfress whose 
screen name is Stormy Daniels, in or around July 2006. In or about October 2011, Life & Style 
Magazine, a tabloid sold in supermarkets, also published an article, based on the report in 
TheDirty.com, alleging an affair had occuiTed between Trump and Clifford. Both Trump and 
Clifford, through then representatives, issued denials in response to the articles. 

b. Specifically, on or about October 11,2011, Keith Davidson, who identified himself 
as Clifford’s attorney, sent a cease and desist letter to TheDirty.com, demanding that the article 
regarding Trump and Clifford be removed fi-om the website. Additionally, on or about October 
12, 2011, Cohen, who was then Executive Vice-President and Special Counsel to the Trump 
Organization, stated to E! News that “[t]he totally untrue and ridiculous story ... emanated from 

a sleazy and disgusting website... .The Tiump Organization and Donald J. Trump will be bringing 

a lawsuit. . . [and] Mr. Trump and die Trump Oi'ganization would like to thank and commend 

Stormy Daniels and her attorneys for then honesty and swift actions. ’ 

31. On or about June 16, 2015, Trump formally launched his 2016 presidential 
campaign. On or about May 4, 2016, Trump became the presumptive Republican Party nominee 
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for president, and on Wy 19. 2016, Tmmp officially became the nominee. Based on my review 
of public sources. I have learned that while it does not appear that Cohen had an official tide as 
part of the Trump campaign, on multiple occasions Cohen made public statements on behalf of 
Trump or his campaign. For instance, on or about August 18,2016, Cohen appeared on CNN to 
defend Trump’s polling numbers. 

32. On or about October 7, 2016, The Washington Post published online a video and 

"^conipanyingauSolh^ichTThinpreferfed-^^ 

terms” in a 2005 conversation with Billy Bush, who was then the host of Access Hollywood. The 
following day, on October 8, 2016, Trump appeared in a video in which he stated, among other 
things, “I’ve said and done things I regi-et and words released today on this more than a decade old 
video are one of them. Anyone who knows me loiows these words don’t reflect who I am. I said 
it. I was wrong and I apologize.” Based on my review of public sources, I also know that 
representatives of the Trump Campaign stated, in sum and substance, that the Acce.. Hollywood 
comment was an old and isolated incident. 

33. Based on my review of public sources, including an article published in Slate 
magazine by a reporter who interviewed Clifford, I have learned that around this same time, in or 
about October 2016, Clifford was in discussions with ABC’s Good Morning America show and 
Slate magazine, among other media sources, to provide these media outlets with her statement 
about her alleged relationship with Trump. According to the article in Slate, which the author 
based on conversations with Clifford over the telephone and by text message, Clifford wanted to 
be paid for her story or be paid by Trump not to disclose her accusation. As Cohen summanzed 
in a 2018 email obtained pursuant to the Cohen Email Warrants: “In October 2016,1 was contacted 
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by counsel for Ms. Clifford stating that news outlets, including ABC News, were pursuing the 2011 
story of an alleged affair between Mr. Trump and Ms. Clifford.” 

34. From my review of telephone toll records^^ and information produced pursuant to 
the iCloud Warrant and Cohen Email Warrants, I have learned that in the days following the Access 
Hollywood video, Cohen exchanged a series of calls, text messages, and emails with Keith 
Davidson, who was then Clifford’s attorney, David Pecker and Dylan Howard of American Media, 

Incr(“AMl’’)7tltrpublisher of the Trumpr and Hope Hicksrwho-was then 

press secretary for Trump’s presidential campaign. Based on the tuning of these calls, and the 
content of the text messages and emails, I believe that at least some of these communications 
concerned the need to prevent Clifford horn going public, particularly in the wake of the Access 
Hollywood story. In particular, I have learned the following; 

a. On October 8,2016, at approximately 7:20 p.m., Cohen received a call from Hicks. 
Sixteen seconds into the call. Trump joined the call, and the call continued for over four minutes. 
Based on the toll records that the USAO has obtained to date, I believe that this was the first call 


My attribution of certain telephone numbers to certain individuals as described in this 
atfidavit is based on my review of the vCard (virtual contact file) and text messages obtained fiom 
Cohen’s telephone pursuant to the iCloud Warrant. 

Pecker is President of AMI and, according to his own statements in public reports, a personal 
fi-iend of Trump. Howard is the chief content officer of AMI, who according to public records 
reports directly to Pecker. 

I believe that Tramp joined the call between Cohen and Hicks based on my review of toll 
records. Specifically, I know that a call was initiated between Cohen’s telephone number and 
Trump’s telephone number at the same time the records indicate that Cohen was talldng to Hicks. 
After the Cohen-Tramp call was initiated, it lasted the same period of time as the Cohen-Hicks 
call. Additionally, the toll records indicate a “-1” and then Trump’s telephone number, which, 
based on my training and experience, means that the call was either transferred to Trump, or that 
Trump was added to the call as a conference or three-way call participant. In addition, based on 
my conversations with an FBI agent who has interviewed Hicks, I have learned that Hicks stated, 
in substance, that to the best of her recollection, she did not learn about the allegations made by 
Clifford until early November 2016. Hicks was not specifically asked about this three-way call. 
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Cohen had received or made to Hicks in at least multiple weeks, and that Cohen and Trump spoke 
about once a month prior to this date - specifically, prior to this call on October 8, 2016, Cohen 
and Trump had spoken once in May, once in June, once in July, zero times in August, and twice 

in September. 

b. Approximately ten minutes after the call ended, Hicks and Cohen spoke agam for 
about two minutes. 

David Pecker (as noted above, the President of American Media Inc., or AMI) and they connected 
for thirty seconds. Approximately four minutes later, Cohen called Pecker again and they spoke 
for more than a minute. Three minutes after ending his call with Pecker, Cohen received a call 
from Dylan Howard (as noted above, the Chief Content Officer of AMI), and they spoke for 
appmximately a minute. According to toll records, it does not appear that Cohen and Howard 
spoke regularly prior to October 8, 2016, as it had been over a month since they had called each 

other. 

d. At 7:56 p.m, approximately eight minutes after his call with Howard ended, Cohen 
called Hicks and they connected for two minutes. At approximately the same time this call ended, 
Cohen received a call from Pecker, and they spoke for about two minutes. At 8:03 p.m., about 
three minums after ending his call with Pecker, Cohen called Trump, and they spoke tor nearly 

eight minutes. 

e. At 8:39 p.m. and 8:57 p.m., Cohen received calls from Howard and spoke to him 
for about four and six minutes, respectively. At 9:13 p.m., about ten minutes after Cohen and 
Howani hung up fiom the second of these calls, Howard sent Cohen a text message that said: 
“Keitli will do it. Let’s reconvene tomorrow.” Based on my involvement in this investigation, I 
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believe that when Howard wrote “Keith,” he was referring to Keith Davidson, the attorney for 
Stephanie Clifford. At 3:31 a.m., now on October 9,2016, Cohen sent Howard a text message in 
response that said: “Thankyou.” Eight minutes later, Cohen sent Howard atext message that said: 
“Resolution Consnltants LLC. is the name of the entity I formed a week ago. Whenever you wake, 

please call my cell.” 

f. The following day, on October 10,2016, at 10:58 a.m., Howard sent a text message 

to Cohen^TO^sori, wHidh-sWdr‘TeithMi^^^^ 

business opportunity. Spoke to the client this AM and they’re eonfnmed to proceed with the 
opportunity. Thanks. Dylan. Over to you two.” At 12:25 p.m., Davidson sent Cohen a text message 
that slated: “Michael - it we ate ever going to close this deal - In my opinion, it needs to be today. 
Keith.” Davidson and Cohen then spoke by phone for about three minutes. Based on my 
participation in this investigation, I believe that when Howard wrote that the “client” was 
“confirmed to proceed with the opportunity,” he was refeiring to Clifford’s agreement m principle 
to accept money from Cohen in exchange for her agreement not to discuss any prior affiiir with 

then-candidate Trump?'^ 

g. Based on my review of records obtained pursuant to the Cohen Email Warrants, I 
know that on or about October 10,2016, Clifford and Davidson appear to have signed a “side letter 
agreement” that stated it was an exhibit to a “confidential settlement agreement and mutual 
release” between “Peggy Peterson” and “David Dennison.” The purpose of the document. 


2S A, set forth below AMI was also involved in a payment to model Karen McDougal. 

HoweveUecS^the—unieationswereinelosetempoM 

the negotiation of a payment to CUfford, the execution of the agreement "“‘■ y''®™’ ™ . 

rSoLt^^ » by McDougal. I have l^ed tat she 

Ctiared m agreement with AMI several months prior to these communications between Cohen 
and Pecker, Howard, and Davidson. 
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according to the agreement, waa to defme the “true name and identity" of persons named by 
pseudonym in “confidential settlement agreement and mutual release.” The side letter agreement 
specifies the identity of Teggy Peterson” to be Clifford, but the space for “Dennison’s” identity 
is blank. The agreement also includes a signature page for “Peterson,” “Dennison.” and their 
attorneys. The signature page is signed by “Peterson” and his attorney, Davidson, but the 
document is unsigned by “Dennison” and his attorney. Based on my involvement in this 

Int^^gSiomTbaiCTe-ihWavidsbTisenteohen-this-partially-signed^a^^^^ 

Older to facilitate the closing of a deal between Davidson’s client and Cohen or his client on 

October 10, 2016. 

35. It appears that on October 13, 2016, and the days that followed, Cohen took steps 
m complete a transaction with Davidson, including attempting to open an account Horn which 
Cohen could transfer funds to Davidson. Specifically, flrom my review of toll records, information 
obtained pursuant to the iCloud Warrant and Cohen Email Warrants, records maintained by First 
RepubUc, as well as my participation in interviews with First Republic employees, I have learned 

the following; 

a. On the morning of October 13,2016, at 8:54 a.m, Cohen sent Pecker atextmessage 
that stated: “I need to talk to you.” At 9:06 a.m.. Pecker sent a text message to Cohen that stated, 
“I called please call me back.” The tolls between Cohen and Pecker do not show a telephone call 
between 8:54 am. and 9:06 a.m. However, based on my review of text messages, I have learned 
that Cohen and Pecker communicate with each other over Signal, which is an enciypted 
communications cellphone application that allows users to send encrypted text messages and make 

encrypted calls. 
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b. At 9:23 a.m., Cohen sent an email that stated “call me” to First Republic Employee- 
2. The email attached documents from the Secretary of State of Delaware indicating that Cohen 
had formed a limited liability company called “Resolution Consultants LLC” on September 30, 
2016. As noted above, “Resolution Consultants” is the name of the entity that Cohen had told 
Howard he had formed recently after Howard said Davidson would “do it.” At 10:44 a.m., Cohen 
called First Republic Employee-2 and told him, in sum and substance, that he needed an account 

lnii^nameof“ResohrtioiCOT^ltahts’’^Mirmne^df^^^^ 

on the checks written out of the account. Later that day, another employee at First Republic 
emailed Cohen account opening paperwork to complete. Cohen returned the account opening 
documents partially completed, hut failed to provide a copy of his driver’s license or passport, and 
did not respond to the employee’s question of how he wanted to fimd the account. As a result, the 

account was never opened. 

c. On October 17, 2016, Cohen incorporated Essential Consultants LLC in Delaware. 

That same day, he filed paperwork to dissolve Resolution Consultants LLC. 

36. Despite these steps taken hy Cohen, it appears that the negotiation between Cohen 
and Davidson was not progressing sufficiently fast enough for Davidson or his client, CUfford, 
and they thi'eatened to go public with Clifford’s allegations just days before the presidential 
election. Specifically, based on my review of toll records, information obtained pursuant to the 

iCloud Warrant, and public sources, I know the following: 

a. According to an article in The Washington Post, which quoted emails sent from 
Cohen’s email account hosted by the Trump Organization, on October 17,2016, Davidson emailed 
Cohen and threatened to cancel the aforementioned “settlement agreement” by the end of the day 
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if Cohen did not complete the transaction.^® According to the article, Davidson sent Cohen a 
second email later in the day that stated in part, “Please be advised that my client deems her 
settlement agreement canceled and void.” At 4:00 p.m. that day, Cohen called Davidson and they 
spoke for over five minutes. 

b. Cohen’s 4:00 p.m. call with Davidson and/or Davidson’s threats to cancel the 
“settlement agreement” appear to have touched off a flurry of communications about the settlement 
agreement and whether Clifford would go public. Specifically. 

i. At 4:43 p.m., Howai'd sent Cohen a text message that stated: “I’m told 
they’re going with DailyMail. Are you aware?” One minute later, Cohen responded. Call me. 
Based on my involvement in this investigation, I understand Howard’s text to mean that he heard 
that Clifford was going to take her story of an extramarital affair with Trump to the Daily Mail, a 
tabloid newspaper. 

ii. At 4:45 p.m., Howard called Cohen and they spoke for over two minutes. 

Moments later, Davidson and Cohen spoke for about two minutes. 

iii. At 5:03 p.m., Cohen attempted to call Trump, but the call only lasted eight 

seconds. This was Cohen’s first call after he spoke with Davidson. 

iv. At 5:25 p.m., Cohen texted Howard, stating: “Well???” 

V. At 6:44 p.m., Howard responded to Cohen’s text, stating: “Not taking my 

calls.” Cohen responded one minute later: “You’re Iddding. Who are you trying to reach?” 
Howard responded one minute later: “The ‘agent.’” Based on my involvement in this 


Due to the partially covert nature of the investigation to this date, the USAO has not requested 
documents from the Trump Organization or Davidson, and thus does not possess the email 
referenced in this article. 
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investigation, I understand Howard’s text messages to mean that lie attempted to contact Davidson 
about the matter involving Clifford, but that Davidson was not taking Howard’s calls. 

vi. At 6:49 p.m., Cohen called Howai'd and they spoke for nearly four minutes, 

c. The following day, on October 18, 2016, TheSmokmgGun.com, a website that 
publishes legal documents and mugshots, published an article called: “Donald Trump and the Pom 
Superstar,” which alleged that Trump had an extramarital affair with Clifford. However, the 

article noted that Clifford had declined to comment. 

37. On or about October 25, 2016, the communications between Cohen, Davidson, 

Howard and Pecker picked up again, apparently concerning a transaction mvolving Clifford. 
Specifically, based on my review of toll records, information obtained pursuant to the Cohen Email 
Warrants and iCloud Warrant, as well as my review of public sources, I have learned the followmg: 

a. On October 25, 2016, at 6:09 p.m., Howard sent Cohen a text message statmg: 
“Keith calling you urgently. We have to coordinate something on the matter he’s calling you about 
or its [sic] could look awfully bad for everyone.” One minute later, Davidson sent Cohen a text 
message stating “Call me.” Cohen and Davidson called each other several times over the next half 
hour but appear not to have connected. At 6:42 p.m., Cohen and Davidson spoke for about eight 

minutes. At 7:11 p.m., they spoke for another two minutes. 

b. The next morning, on or about October 26,2016, at 8:26 a.m., Cohen called Trump 
and spoke to him for approximately three minutes. At 8:34 a.m., Cohen called Tmmp agam and 
connected for a minute and a half 

c. At approximately 9:04 a.m.—less than thirty minutes after speaking with Tmmp— 
Cohen sent two emails to the person who had ineontorated Resolution Consultants and Essential 
Consultants for him, and stated “can you send me asap the filing receipt” and then, in the seeond 
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email, “for Essential Consultants LLC.” That person responded with the filing receipt two minutes 
later at 9:06 aan. and with the certification of formation 23 minutes later, at 9:27 a.m. 

d. Shortly after that, Cohen contacted First Republic Employce-2 and told him, in sum 

and substance, that he decided not to open an account in the nameof“Resolution Consulting” and 

imhead would be opening a real estate consulting company in die name of “Essential Consultants.” 
Cohen told First Republic Employee-2 that he was at Trump Tower, and wanted to go to a First 

^ublicbrancl^™sste^reetto-irpenTK^^ 

RepubUe Employee-1, a preferred banker at that branch, assist Cohen. At 11:00 a.m.. First 
Republic Employee-1 called Cohen. 1 know from my participation in an mterview with First 

RepublieEmployee-l.thataroundthetimeofthecallhewenttoCohen'sofficeinTrumpTower- 

mi the same floor as the Trump Organization-and went through account opening questions, 
ineluding know your customer questions, with Cohen. In response to a series of know-your- 
customer questions about the purpose of the aceount-the answers to which First Republic 
Employee-1 entered into a form-^ohen stated, in sum and substance, that he was opening 
Essential Consultants as a real estate consulting company to collect fees for investment consulting 
work, and all of his consulting cUcnts would be domestic individuals based in the United States. 
Based on my review of records obtained from First Republic, it appears that this account (the 
“Essential Consultants Aecounf >) was created at a time between 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 

e. At 1:47 p m., Cohen called Davidson and they spoke for approximately two 
minutes. At approximately 1:49 p.m., Davidson emailed Cohen wiring instruetiom: for an attorney 
client trust account at City National Bank. 

f. After the Essential Consultants Account was opened on October 26, 2016, Cohen 
tmnsferred $131,000 from a home equity line of credit that Cohen had a. First Republic to the 
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Essential Consultants Account. Following the transfer, at approximately 4:15 p.m. on October 26, 
2016, First Republic Employee-2’s assistant emailed Cohen at his Trump Organization email 
address to tell him that the &nds had been deposited into the Essential Consultants Account. 
Cohen forwarded that email to the Cohen Gmail Account and then forwarded it to Davidson.. 

g. At 6:37 p.m., Cohen asked Pecker by text message, “Can we speak? Important.” 
Cohen called Pecker at 6:49 p.m. and connected for thirty seconds. At 6:57 p.m., Cohen sent 

^Howa^d a^xtmessage, stattagT^asecalllne:^!^^ 

and connected for about thirty seconds. At 7:06 p.m., Cohen called Pecker again and they spoke 
for nearly thirteen minutes. At 7:24 p.m., Howard sent a text message to Cohen that: “He said 
he’d call me back in 20 minutes. I told him what you are asking for his [sic] reasonable. I’ll get 
it sorted.” Approximately an hour later, at 8:23 p.m., Howard told Cohen by text message to 
“check your Gmail for email from my private account.” In an email sent at 8:23 p.m. by Howard 
to Cohen and Davidson, with the subject line “Confirmation,” Howard stated, “Thank you both 
for chatting with me earlier. Confirming agreement on: - Executed agreement, hand-signed by 
Keith’s client and returned via overnight or same-day FedEx to Michael, - Change of agreement 
to reflect the correct EEC, - Transfer of fimds on Thursday AM to be held in escrow until receipt 
of agreement.” After receiving that email, at approximately 8:27 p.m., Cohen asked Howard by 
text message, “Can you and David [Pecker] give me a call.” Howard promptly responded: “David 
is not around I think. I’ll call.” At 8:28 p.m., Howard called Cohen and they spoke for three 

minutes. 

38. On October 27, 2016, Cohen made a payment to Davidson of $130,000—with the 
funds intended for Clifford—for the purpose of securing her ongoing silence with respect to the 
allegations that she had an extramarital affair with Trump. Specifically, based on my review of 
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toll records, banlc records, and information obtained pursuant to the iCloud Warrant and Cohen 

Email Warrants, I have learned the following: 

a. At 9:47 a.m., Cohen sent Davidson an email, stating; “Keith, kindly confirm that 

the wire received today, October 27, 2016 shall be held by you in your attorney’s trust account 
until such time as directed for release by me, in writing. Additionally, please ensure that aU 
paperwork contains the correct name of Essential Consultants LLC. I thank you in advance for 

your assistance and look forward to hearing from you later.” 

b. At approximately 10:01 a.m., according to records provided by First Republic 

Bank, Cohen completed paperwork to wire $130,000 from the Essential Consultants Account- 
whichhad been fiinded a day prior from Cohen’s home equity line of credit-to the attorney client 
trust account at City National Bank that Davidson had specified in the wiring insfr-uctions he sent 

to Cohen. The wire transfer was made shortly thereafter. 

c. At 10:02 a.m., Davidson responded to Cohen’s email from 9.47 a.m., stating. I 

confirm that I will work in good faith & that no fimds shall be disbursed unless & until the plaintiff 
personally signs all necessary settlement paperwork, (the form of which will match the prior 
agreement). The settlement docs will name the correct corporation, (Essential Consultants LLC). 
Plaintiff’s signature will be notarized and returned to you via FedEx. Only after you receive FedEx 

will I disburse. Fair?” 

d. At 10:50 a.m.. First Republic Employee-1 sent Cohen an email confirming that the 

payment had been sent and providing him with the wire number. 

39. On October 28, 2016, and the days that followed, Cohen finalized the transaction 

with Davidson. Specifically, based on my review of toll records, information obtained pursuant 
to the iCloud Warrant, public sources, and banlc records, I know the followmg: 

50 


2017 . 08.02 



a. On October 28,2016, at 11:48 a.m., Cohen spoke to Trump for approxunately five 
minutes. Beginning at 1:21 p.m., Cohen attempted a series of phone calls to Davidson, Pecker, 
and Howai-d throughout the day, although it appears he may only have connected with Howard. 

b. Later that day, at approximately 7:01 p.m., Davidson stated to Cohen by text 
message that “all is AOK. I should have signed, notarized docs on Monday. You should have 
them on Tuesday.” Cohen thanlced him and said “I hope we are good.” Davidson responded, “I 
assure you. We are very good.” Howard also texted Cohen ^ 7^08 p:hf 7 ‘‘Keitr [Davidso^ 

we are good.” Cohen then responded “OK” to Howard and “Excellent” to Davidson. At 

approximately 10:30 p.m., Cohen spoke to Hicks for three mmutes. 

c. On October 31, 2016, Cohen called Howard at 8:22 p.m. and they spoke for over 
three minutes. At 8:32 p.m., Cohen received text messages from both Howard and Davidson. 
Howard said: “You’ll have paperwork tomorrow says KD.” Davidson said: “We are AOK. You 
will be receiving a package tomorrow.” Cohen responded “Thank you” to Howard and ‘Thanks 
Keith. Will call you then” to Davidson. From my involvement in this investigation, I believe 
Davidson was refen-ing to a signed nondisclosm-e agreement when he told Cohen that he would 

receive a package. 

d. Based on my review of court filings that became public in 2018,1 have learned that 
on or about October 28, 2016, “EC, LLC and/or David Dennison” entered into a “confidential 
settlement agreement and mutual release” with “Peggy Peterson,” pursuant to which “Peterson” 
agreed not to disclose certain “confidential infoimation pertaining to [Dennison]” in exchange for 
$130,000. Hie agreement provided that “EC, LLC” would wire the fimds to “Peterson’s” attorney, 
who would then transfer funds to “Peterson.” Cohen signed the agreement on behalf of “EC, 
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LLC.” The agreement stated that the address for “EC, LLC,” which was later refen-ed to in the 
agi-eement as “Essential Consultants, LLC,” was Cohen’s residence. 

e. Consistent with the “confidential settlement agreement and mutual release,” on or 
about November 1, 2016, Davidson transferred $96,645 from his attorney client trust account at 
City National Bank to a bank account in Clifford’s name. Die wire had the armotation “net 
settlement.” On the same day, at approximately 9:48 a.m. Davidson sent Cohen a text message 
with a picture of a FedEx delivery confiiination, stating that at approximately 9:W a.m. a package 
shipped by Davidson the previous day had arrived for Cohen at his Trump Organization 
address. On the same day, at approximately 6:14 p.m., Davidson sent Cohen an email with an 
audio file attached and said “Give this a lesson [sic] and then call me.” The audio attachment was 
titled “Stormy.mp3” and was a five-minute recording of Davidson interviewing Clifford about 
recent public allegations made by an adult film star named Jessica Drake regarding her alleged 
past affair with Trump; in the recording, Clifford explained the reasons she believed that Drake 
was not credible. Less than an hour later, at approximately 7:05 p.m., Cohen called Tramp, but it 
appears that they did not connect. Cohen then called a telephone number belonging to Kellyaime 
Conway, who at the time was Tramp’s campaign manager. They did not connect. At 
approximately 7:44 p.m., however, Cohen received a return call from Conway, which lasted for 
approximately six minutes, 

40. On November 4, 2016, just three days after the Clifford transaction was completed 
and just four days before the presidential election, the Wall Street Journal published an article 
alleging that the National Enquirer had “Shielded Donald Tramp” from allegations by Playboy 
model Karen McDougal that she and Trump had an affair. The article alleged that AMI had agreed 
to pay McDougal to bury her story. McDougal, like Clifford, had been represented by Davidson. 
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Based on my review of toll records, information obtained pursuant to the Cohen Email Warrants 
and iCloud Warrant, and public souices, it appears that Cohen spoke frequently to Davidson, 
Howard, Pecker, and Hicks around the time of this article’s publication—just days before Election 
Day—about the importance of preventing the McDougal and Clifford stories from gaining national 
fraction. Specifically, I have learned die following: 

a. Between 4:30 and 8:00 p.m. on November 4, Cohen communicated several times 
wilfrHoward7PeckeFahdDavidson. For ihstahce, atapproximately"4y49 p^mLTCbhMsmfHowafd" 
a text message with a screenshot of an email forwarded to him by another Trump Organization 
lawyer. The forwarded email was from a Wall Street Journal reporter, and asked for comment 
from Trump and/or the campaign on the story. Cohen also spoke with Hicks several times, 
including shortly before and/or after calls with Pecker, Howard and Davidson. Indeed, at 
approximately 7:33 p.m., using two different cellphones subscribed to him, Cohen appears to have 
been talking to Davidson and Hicks at the same time. 

b. At approximately 8:51 p.m., Cohen sent Howard a message, stating; “She’s being 
really difficult with giving Keith a statement. Basically went into hiding and um'eachable.” One 
minute later, Howard responded: “I’ll ask him again. We just need her to disappear.” Cohen 
responded, “She definitely disappeared but refuses to give a statement and Keith cannot push her.” 
At approximately 8:55 p.m., Howard responded to Cohen’s text: “Let’s let the dust settle. We don’t 
want to push her over die edge. She’s on side at present and we have a solid position and a plausible 
position that she is riglitfully employed as a columnist.” Based on my involvement in this 
investigation, I believe Cohen and Howard were referring to Karen McDougal when they were 
discussing “she” and “her.” Additionally, I believe Howard’s statement that “we have ... a 
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plausible position that she is rightfully employed as a columnist” was a reference to the fact that 
AMI had given McDougal payments for her role as a purported columnist for the company. 

c. At approximately 8:58 p.m. on November 4, 2016, Howard attempted to reassure 
Cohen about the effect of the forthcoming Wall Street Journal article, texting, “I think it’ll be ok 
pal. I think it’ll fade into the distance.” Cohen responded, “He’s pissed.” Howard wrote back, 
“I’m pissed! You’re pissed. Pecker is pissed. Keith is pissed. Not much we can do.” Based on 
my involvement inthisinvestigation, I believe^lien was7eferring to Trump when hdstafed “he’^ 
pissed.” Cohen asked Howard at approximately 9:00 p.m. how the Wall Street Journal could 
publish its article if “everyone denies.” Howard responded, “Because there is the payment from 
AMI. It looks suspicious at best.” 

d. At approximately 9:03 p.m., Hicks called Cohen and they spoke for two minutes. 
At approximately 9:11 p.m., Cohen called Howard and spoke to him for five minutes. At 
approximately 9:15 p.m.. Hides called Cohen and they spoke for nearly seven minutes. Agam, 
Cohen used different phones for these two calls, such that he appears to have been on both calls 
for about a minute of overlap. At approximately 9:32 p.m., Cohen texted Pecker, ‘ The boss just 
tried calling you. Are you free?” A minute later, Cohen texted Howard, “Is there a way to find 
David quickly?” 

e. At approximately 9:50 p.m., the Wall Street Journal article was published online. 
Howard and Hicks both sent web linlcs for the article to Cohen. Over the next half hour, Cohen 
and Howai-d exchanged several text messages commenting on how the story came across. The next 
morning onNovember 5,2016, at approximately 7:35 a.m., Cohen texted Hicks, “So far I see only 
6 stories. Getting little to no traction.” Hicks responded, “Same. Keep praying!! It’s working!” 
Cohen wrote back, “Even CNN not talking about it. No one believes it and if necessary, I have a 
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statement by Storm denying everything and contradicting the other pom stars statement. I wouldn’t 
use it now or even discuss with him as no one is talking about this or cares!” Based on my 
involvement in this investigation, I believe Cohen was referring to the above-referenced recorded 
audio statement by Clifford that he obtained from Davidson, and was statmg that such a statement 
could be used to influence potential negative media relating to Tmmp, but was unnecessary at that 
time. Based on a text message from Hicks to Cohen, I believe that later that morning, Pecker 

spoke to Trump. 

41. On or aboutNovember 8,2016, Trump won the election for President of the United 

States. 

42. On or about January 12, 2018, the Wall Street Journal fnst reported that Cohen 
arranged a payment to Clifford. On or about January 22, 2018, Common Cause, a government 
watchdog group, filed a complaint with the Federal Election Commission, alleging that Cohen had 
violated campaign finance laws by malcing the payment to Clifford. Based on my review public 
sources following that report, as well as emails obtained pursuant to the Cohen Email Warrants, I 

have learned the following: 

a. On or about January 23, 2018, the day after Common Cause filed its complaint, 
Cohen began emailing himself drafts of statements describing his payment to Clifford. 
Additionally, on January 23, 2018, Cohen emailed the following draft of that statement to an 

individual who appears to be writing a book on Cohen’s behalf; 

In October 2016,1 was contacted by counsel for Ms. Clifford stating that 
news outlets, including ABC news, were pursuing the 2011 story of an 
alleged affair between Mr. Trump and Ms. Clifford. Despite the fact that 
both parties had afready denied the allegation, as Mr. Trump’s longtune 
special counsel and protector, I took it upon myself to match the offer and 
keep the story from breaking. I knew the allegation to be false, but I am 
also a realist who understands that just because something is false doesn t 
mean that it doesn’t create harm and damage. I could not allow this to 
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occur. I negotiated a non-disclosure agreement with Ms. Clifford’s 
counsel and tendered the funds. I did this through my Delaware LLC and 
transferred personal funds to cover the agreement. I was not reimbursed 
any monies from Mr. Trump, the Trump Organization, any third party or 
the Presidential campaign. At no point did I ever advise Mr. Trump of my 
communications or actions regarding this agreement. As outlandish and 
unusual as this may appear, the Tiumps have been like family to me for 
over a decade. It’s what you do for family. 

(Emphasis added.) Based on my involvement in this investigation, I believe that the above email 
is an acknowledgement that the allegation of the affair had existed for some time (“...tte 2011 
story ...”), but that Cohen was motivated to “keep the story from brealcing” again in October 2016. 

b. On or about February 13, 2018, Cohen said in a statement to The New York Times 
that “Neither the Tramp Oi'ganization nor the Trump campaign was a party to the transaction with 
Ms. Clifford. The payment to Ms. Clifford was lawful, and was not a campaign contribution or a 
campaign expenditure by anyone.” Cohen declined to answer follow-up questions including 
whether Trump had been awai'e of the payment, why Cohen made the payment, or whether similar 
payments had been made to other people. 

c. On or about February 14, 2018, Cohen was asked by The New York Times whether 
Trump had reimbursed hun, whether he and Trump had made any arrangement at the time of the 
payment, or whether he had made payments to other women. Cohen stated in response, I can t 
get into any of that.” On or about February 14, 2018, Cohen also stated to The Washington Post 
that: “In a private transaction in 2016,1 used my own personal funds to fecilitate a payment of 
$130,000 to Ms. Stephanie Clifford. Neither the Trump Organization nor the Trump campaign 
was a party to the transaction with Ms. Clifford, and neither reimbui-sed me for the payment, either 
directly or indirectly.” 

43. On or about March 9, 2018, Cohen stated to ABC News that “the funds were taken 
from my home equity line and fransferred internally to my LLC account in the same banlc.” 
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44. Accordingly, for the foregoing reasons, there is probable eause to believe that 
Cohen committed violations of the Campaign Finance Offenses by making an in-ldnd eontribution 
to Trump or the Tmmp campaign in the fonn of a $130,000 payment to Clifford on the eve of the 
eleetion. Indeed, while he denies having given an unlawful contribution, in his own statements 
Cohen has admitted that he paid $130,000 of his “personal funds” to Clifford and that the payment 
occurred less than two weeks before the election, as Trump was facing negative media allegations 
about his^^avioiMtoward women, even though allegations of an affair between Trump and 
Clifford existed sinee 2011. In addition, the communication records set forth above make evident 
that Cohen eommunicated with members of the Trump campaign about his negotiation with 
Clifford’s attorney and the need to preclude Clifford from making a statement that would have 
reflected negatively on the candidate in advance of the forthcoming election. 

C. Probable Cause Justifying Search of the Subject Premises and Subject Devices 

45. Based on the foregoing, my review of records produced pursuant to subpoenas and 
the Cohen Email Warrants, and the iCloud Warrant, and my training and experience, there is 
probable cause to believe that tlie Subject Premises and Subject Devices have been used m 
fiirtherance of the Subject Offenses and are lUcely to contain instrumentalities, evidence, and fiiiits 
of the Subject Offenses. Specifically, there is probable cause to believe that Cohen permanently 
resides at Subject Premises-1 and, at least in part, works at both Subject Premises-l and Subject 
Premises-2, and that those locations contain evidence relating to the Sterling taxi medallion 
transaction, Cohen’s assets, Cohen’s consulting work for Essential Consultants EEC, and his 
payment to Clifford. Additionally, there is probable cause to believe that Subject Premises-3 
contains evidence of Cohen’s assets and his payment to Clifford. Finally, there is probable cause 
to believe that Subject Premises-4, in which Cohen is temporarily residing, contains electronic 
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